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graph news of his appointment to command the cavalry in the army of Sir Kedvers Buller, who had just arrived at Cape Town to assume the supreme command.
French persuaded the station-master to send him down the line to Pietormaritzburg. It was the last train to get down to the south through the cordon of Boers drawing round Ladysmith. His escape was a piece of providential good luck destined to prove of incalculable advantage to our arms in South Africa.
The outlook confronting Sir Rodvers Buller on his arrival, with a tremendous reputation, to take charge of the operations in South Africa was disquieting in the extreme. Kimberfry wan clamouring for help : the Cape Colony was already invaded and in imminent danger of being overrun by commandos already concentrating at NorvaTrt Point and Colesberg. General French, who went straight to Cape Town, found his Chief resolved that tho safety of Natal and of Sir George White's force invested in Ladysmith was the first consideration. Lord Methuen's Division was going to the relief of Kimberloy, General Gatacre was proceeding towards Stormberg to guard the eastern districts, while to French was assigned the command of the troops detailed to hold the country between the important-railway junction of Do Aar on tho west and General Gatacro's Division on the oast. His task was to protect the
exposed flank of Methuen's communications in the Cape Colony from the Free State commandos, which, after violating the Cape Colony border, had concentrated and established themselves in strength at Colesberg.
The operations about Colesberg represented the grand achievement of John French's life up to the Great War. For three months, by judicious and skilful finesse, with a skeleton command spread out over a front of twenty miles, he was able to keep in check a force that was never 1 ^ss than three times as strong numerically as his own, and often four or five times as strong. By constant movement, sometimes by way of reconnaissance and sometimes by bluff, ho so mystified his enemy that he reduced him to something like mental paralysis. It was at times a desperate expedient to keep up the character of the bluff, but it succeeded, and it trained French and his Staff in a manner which was not long in bearing good fruit as soon as the tide began to turn and the General was called upon to act otherwise than upon the defensive.
The Boers had occupied Colesberg on November 14, proclaiming the town as Free State territory. As the enemy was menacing the main line of railway from the north by threatening Philipstown from Colesberg, French decided to make Colesberg his first objective, with Naauwport as his base. His cavalry canxe
GENERAL  FRENCH  IN   FRANCE. The British Commander and a smiling French General.